
ACTIVITY
Lots of items are made from 
metal! How many metal items 
can you find in your home?

Can you guess what metals they 
are and what their properties 
might be?

ITEM HOW DO YOU KNOW IT IS METAL? 
(THINK OF THE PROPERTIES)

DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT ALL OF 
THESE HAVE IN 
COMMON?

They all contain metal so that electricity 
can easily pass through them to make 
them work.

There is even precious metal, such as gold 
or silver, in some of these small electrical 
products. They are used in circuit boards 
found in laptops and tablets. Sadly though, 
there is not enough precious metal in these 
to make you rich!

HELLO! I’M ELECTRON

AS YOU HAVE LEARNT, METAL IS 
ALL AROUND US. 
BUT DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
METAL YOU HAVE SURROUNDING 
YOU AT HOME?

Radiator                                               Good conductor



You might already recycle paper, 
plastic and tins at home or in 
school, but did you know that you 
can also recycle all types of 
metal?
Recycling metal is good for the environment! 
This is because the more metal we recycle, 
the less ore we need to take from the ground. 

Remember, getting ore out of the ground can 
be expensive and difficult. It also uses a lot of 
water and energy.

Instead of throwing metal away, EMR recycles 
it! This means that less waste gets sent to 
landfill sites each year. The metal we recycle 
can be used over and over again! You will find 
out how EMR recycles metal later on.

In the past, all our waste used to be sent 
to a landfill site. It is an area of land where 
rubbish is dumped. Landfill sites affect the 
natural environment and local wildlife. 
They can also be filled with lots of things 
that won’t rot, which means they will be 
there for hundreds of years, maybe longer! 

It is important that we recycle so that:

• Less stuff is sent to landfill

• Whatever is sent to landfill is the right stuff 
 (can break down over time)

• We don’t dig up more natural materials to  
 make new things

• We have less negative impact on the local  
 environment and wildlife

Here’s a photo of 
waste metal materials 
waiting to be recycled.

ACTIVITY
How many small electrical 
items do you have at home that 
could be recycled?

ITEM

WHY DO WE RECYCLE?

RECYCLING IS THE PROCESS OF 
TURNING WASTE AND OLD OR 
USED MATERIALS INTO NEW 
PRODUCTS. IT IS VERY 
IMPORTANT FOR OUR PLANET.
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